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by majority vote, but in practice such appeals do not take place. Disputes 
over referral in the Senate are resolved informally by unanimous consent.

Senate (and House) party leaders often request that committees with 
overlapping responsibility work together and reach a consensus on how 
their respective issues should be addressed in draft legislation. Party lead-
ers may then assume responsibility for putting the different pieces together. 
For example, the Democratic leaders in the House and Senate actively 
encouraged the committees with health jurisdiction to work together on 
what is likely President Obama’s most significant domestic policy success of 
his two terms of service: signing into law a comprehensive overhaul of the 
health care system (the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, initially 
dubbed Obamacare by opponents of the law—a term the president now 


